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Dear Sirs 
 
Re: Delay to publication of the MBRRACE report 
 
Thank you for your response dated 29 November 2019 to our pre-action letter 
regarding the delay to publication of the MBRRACE report. 
 
We are disappointed that NHS England has chosen not to respond substantively to 
the issues that we have raised until 10 December. There is clearly an urgent need to 
publish this important report and, as you will be aware, there is considerable concern 
in the maternity sector about the failure to publish the report. Since sending the pre-
action letter, Birthrights has received correspondence from clinicians expressing their 
anxiety about the delay. A midwife wrote to Birthrights expressing her support for their 
action and stating: 
 
'There was a maternal death in our hospital over the weekend. I’m not in any way 
suggesting that earlier publication of the report could or would have changed that 
outcome, but it was a terribly sad and timely reminder that there is a very real reason 
why we need to collect and share this kind of data. Times like these remind us that 
midwifery isn’t all handholding and smiles - there are lives at stake and we must do 
everything we can to protect them, well away and apart from the sphere of party 
politics.' 
 
Women in the UK are regularly dying from pregnancy-related conditions. If this report 
can save one life, by making specific recommendations for care or simply by 
highlighting the issue, it should be published without delay.  
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You state in your letter that NHS England intends to release the report on 13 
December. This appears to be inconsistent with the statement on the NPEU website, 
which says that it will not be published until ‘a new government is formed which will be 
on the 13th December at the earliest.’ Our clients will not pursue judicial review further 
if you can provide a guarantee that the report will be published on 13 December 2019 
and will not be subject to any further delay. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Leigh Day 
 
  
 


